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What if you, personally, could make the world a better place...by tomorrow?   Debbie Macomber

knows the secret to doing exactly that! In a world that seems too often stingy and grudging, she has

witnessed how one simple act of generosity can yield unforeseen miracles.   You are about to

discover, through true stories, what happens when we commit intentional acts of generosity. Lives

are changed in ways we never envisioned. Come with Debbie late one evening through the

checkout line at the grocery store. Visit a midwestern train station. Discover the link between a

submarine, a few bread crumbs, and some minnows. Visit ancient Galilee as a young boy

volunteers his fishes and loaves to Jesus only to see his meager gift multiplied many times over to

feed five thousand. Listen in on a touching phone call with an elderly widow. You will stand amazed

at what God accomplishes when we make ourselves available through simple acts of generosity.  

This blend of true stories and motivating messages will delight and surprise you as you discover

how giving the gifts of time, encouragement, hope, laughter, prayer, hospitality, service, and even

forgiveness can have lasting, life-changing impact, not only on the recipient of such gifts but on the

giver as well.   Debbie Macomber, through the power of story, invites us to live with open hands,

offering who we are and what we have to God, to use in the lives of others. When we do so,

lives--including our own--are changed in ways we couldn't have imagined. All it takes is one simple

act.
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"One Simple Act: Discovering the Power of Generosity" by Debbie Macomber is a completely

wonderful book that uses scripture and stories to show the reader that a life of generosity is not only

possible, but very powerful. I was touched more than once by the personal anecdotes shared by the

author, examples of how to live in a generous way and value other human beings.This book taught

me that the little things really do matter. It gave me ideas of things to do to show others that they

matter, as well. This book should be a must read for every person on the planet. If everyone read it

and adopted even a small bit of what is written between these covers, the world would be a much

better place.

Debbie MaComber, best known for her fictional books, has written a wonderful non-fictional book

about discovering the power of generosity. Using her gift as a story teller, Debbie weaves little

stories throughout this book. Debbie talks about being generous in the acts of gratitude, sharing,

encouragement, good deeds, forgiveness, seeing others through God's eyes, giving, listening,

hospitality, hope, celebrating, caring for others, taking time for eternal things, prayer, sharing our

faith stories, and serving.Debbie describes how she has applied these different acts of generosity in

her life, and how it has blessed her and those around her. She gives practical advice on how we

can learn to be more generous in our lives. The gift of giving isn't just about monetary giving. I know

that I walked away with more ideas on how our family can be more generous to others. Debbie

concludes the book with study questions for each chapter and a list of her favorite charities.

This was my first Debbie Macomber book, though my wife is a huge fan."One Simple Act" is a

non-fiction book about why being generous is good for givers, with lots of practical tips. Better, it is

not just another ode to guilt. Rather, it gets into the science of why generosity is also good for

givers, along with numerous stories of actual instances of generosity, with plentiful tips for those

interested in becoming more generous.Many of the included stories were already known to me,

such as the opening one of Corrie Ten Boom and the fleas. Others were new. I was happy to read

(re-read) them all, and glad to have them all together for future reference.The book includes useful



chapters on gratitude, forgiveness, listening, hospitality, correspondence, care-giving, and prayer.

Notably, many of those require little or no money, just time and attention.This book could be read as

a daily devotional, perhaps a chapter a day. I recommend that approach, as some ideas soaked in

better in small doses.Some ideas I particularly liked: Science documenting benefits of gratitude,

forgiveness and prayer The difference between praise and encouragement Keeping good deeds

simple and meaningful The idea that heroes are more likely to be empathic than courageous Fred

Roger's idea for explaining 9-11 to children: "Tell them to watch the helpers."My favorite line from

the book is this: "very often the ones asking loudest are not the ones the Lord would have us

support." Amen, sister! Contributing to some causes only accomplishes being asked to give

more.Overall, a worthy read.

I was not familiar with Debbie Macomber (and since she is apparently best know as one of "today's

leading voices in women's fiction" I think I am okay with that!) until reading "One Simple Act:

Discovering the Power of Generosity." I chose to read the book primarily because of the sub-title. I

believe those of us who recognize how blessed we are should be quick to be a blessing to others. I

discovered Macomber believes so too. In "One Simple Act" she shares through numerous stories

how powerful a simple act of generosity can be in the life of another. The stories are not only treats

to read, but they give very practical examples of just how easy it is for us to become a person of

extravagant generosity. She helps us to understand how giving the gifts of prayer, hospitality,

service, time and encouragement can have a lasting impact on both the one who receives as well

as the one who gives.

Probably because I like Debbie Macomber's work, I thought this book was OK. Normally I would

have been cynical about it. But it is really about making the world a better place by acts of kindness.

She gives examples of true stories and things based on true stories that tell how being kind and

doing for others can make things better for many. With her motivating messages you find out how

by just being generous and giving time, encouragement and even forgiveness can help change

someone's life, including your own. These aren't things that we don't know but the examples she

gives do somewhat motivate you, especially at this holiday time of the year. The fact that she invites

the reader to do this and offer it up to God may be a little too much for people who aren't into

religion but I didn't feel like it was being pushed at you. Overall, I was pleasantly surprised I liked it

as much as I did and came away feeling a little better about my neighbors and the world.
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